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Highlights Regarding Population Change 
• Nebraska’s population is consolidating into its urban 
areas, and more quickly than neighboring states 
• Nebraska’s population changes are largely influenced 
by the baby boom, its echo, and now the third wave of 
children (grandchildren to baby boomers) 
• “Older men” are a fast growing population segment 
• Nebraska’s population growth is driven by increases 
among minorities and all age groups are becoming 
increasingly minority 
• Migration is largely driven by economic conditions 
• Nebraskans are becoming more educated and are 
generally here to work, often leaving in retirement, but 
we also often lose young people who have degrees 
Nebraska Population Change Rate by Decade: 1900s to 2000s
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Sources: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau
Nebraska’s growth rate in the 2000s was 2nd best since the 1910s 
Comparison of Population Change Rates in Nebraska and the U.S.: 1900s to 2000s decades
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U.S. Nebraska DifferenceSources: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau
Nebraska has always trailed the U.S. growth rate, but the gap is shrinking 
Nebraska has exceeded or been close to the annual U.S. growth rate 
lately which is very unusual 
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Annual Difference Between the U.S. and Nebraska Percent Change in 
Popuation: 1900 to 2011 
Sources: Annual Population Estimates (released 12-21-2011), U.S. Census Bureau; REIS, Bureau of Economic Analysis 
1961 
Nebraska has only achieved higher annual population growth than the U.S. 
7 times since 1900, and never for consecutive years until 2009 to 2010. The 
last time Nebraska grew faster than the U.S. before this was 1961. In 2011, 
Nebraska trailed the U.S. rate by the smallest amount since 1961. 
2009 
Staying close to the U.S. growth rate is important as Nebraska may well 
lose a Congressional seat in the 2020 census 
Year  NE 3rd Seat # Distance to 435 
1960   316   119 
1970   337     98    -21  
1980   358     77    -21 
1990   388     47    -30 
2000   405     30    -17 
2010   417     18    -12 
2020   ???  Danger of losing House seat! 
Decade Comparison of the Number of Seats in 
the House of Representatives from Nebraska’s 
Last Seat to the 435th seat cutoff point 
Growth of recent years matched prior high points 
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Yearly Nebraska Population and Annual Population Change: 1900 to 2011 
Annual Population Change Total Population
1985-1987 
Population 
Population 
Change 
Sources: Annual Population Estimates, U.S. Census 
Bureau; REIS, Bureau of Economic Analysis 
Compiled and Prepared by: Center for 
Public Affairs Research, UNO 

County Changes 

Comparison of Nebraska County Population Loss versus Other 
Midwest or Plains States: 2000-2010 
State  Pop. Loss Counties  Lost 10%+ 
Nebraska 69 of 93  74%  23  or  25% 
Kansas  77 of 105 73%  22  or  22% 
Iowa  66 of 99  67%    5  or    5% 
So. Dakota 41 of 66  62%  19  or  29% 
Illinois  61 of 102 60%    5  or    5% 
Indiana  29 of 92  32%    0  or    0% 
Texas  79 of 254 31%  22  or    9% 
Oklahoma 23 of 77  30%    4  or    5% 
Colorado 17 of 63  27%    9  or  14% 
Missouri 30 of 115 26%    1  or    1% 
Wyoming   2 of 23      9%     0  or    0% 
Population consolidation is not a new phenomenon 
Nebraska’s “Big 3” counties now have over half the state’s population 
(and thus half the seats, 25 of 49, in the Unicameral) 
Understanding “Natural Change” 
and the Impact Births have on the 
Population’s Structure 
Births minus Deaths equals “Natural Change” 
Follow the Baby Boom waves 
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Nebraska Births, Deaths, and Natural Change: 1920-2011 
Births Deaths Natural Change
Number 
Source: Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska 
Department of Health and Human Services 
Baby Boom: 1946-1964 
Baby Boom Echo: 
1977-1991 
3rd Wave: 
2003+ 
Prepared by: David 
Drozd, CPAR @ UNO 
2010 Nebraska Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group
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Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
pink represents the "baby boom echo"; pink crosshatch shows the "3rd wave"
Sex and Age “Pyramid” Largely Determined by Births 
Percentage Change for 5-Year Age Groups in Nebraska: 2000 to 2010
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Sources: 2000 and 2010 Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, UNOAge Group
Population Change by Age Determined by the Baby Boom waves 
Differential in the Percentage Change in 5-Year Age Groups between Nebraska and the U.S: 
2000 to 2010
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Sources: 2000 and 2010 Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
Nebraska performs well among 
young workers, children and 
those aged 55-59.
Nebraska trails the U.S. growth rate for all age 
groups over 60, especially those aged 65-69.
Nebraska not growing as fast as the U.S. in older age groups  
Differential in Percentage Changes of 5-Year Age Groups for Men vs. Women in 
Nebraska: 2000 to 2010
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Sources: 2000 and 2010 Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
Positive values show males grew more quickly 
for that age group -- occurs in most age 
categories, but especially those 60 and over.
Age Group
Older Men are Growing at a Faster Rate than Older Women 
Number of Nebraskans Aged 65 and Older Living Alone by Gender: 1990 to 2010
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Sources: Decennial Censuses, 
U.S. Census Bureau
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research
+16.0%
+27.4%
-1.6% -0.2%
Males Age 65+ Living Alone Increasing; Females down slightly 
Leading-Edge 
Baby Boomers 
Migration Factors 
Nebraska Net Migration Rate by Age during 2000 to 2010 timeframe
Overall Net Migration Rate = 0.3
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Sources: 2000 and 2010 Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau, Annual 
Births and Deaths by Singe Year of Age, NE Dept of HHS
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research
Nebraska tends to lose college grads and those nearing/at retirement  
Nebraska’s net migration has improved recently given our relative 
economic strength 
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Year 
Comparison of Net Domestic Person Movement Based on IRS Tax Filings:  
Nebraska 1989-2010 
Source: IRS State-to-State Compiled and Prepared by: David 
Source: IRS State-to-State 
Migration Files 
Compiled and Prepared by: David 
Drozd, CPAR @ UNO 12-5-11 
Nebraska's net domestic person movement improved for the 4th 
straight year in 2010 was the best since 1996, which was the last 
time Nebraska also had a net gain of persons from other states. 
Nebraska’s migration has improved even with typical destination states 
Domestic Migration has improved for each major county type 
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County Category (# of counties) 
Nebraska State-to-State Net Migration by County Type Based on the Last 11 Years of IRS Tax 
Filing Data (2000 to 2010) 
Source: IRS migration files, downloaded from 
Missouri State Data Center website 
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO 
As the ag economy has improved, so has net migration in rural counties 
Nonmetros have come a long way in a short time; metros still above U.S. 
but down from peak; NE almost hit U.S. average in 2009 (best since ‘75) 
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Per Capita Personal Income of Nebraska Counties As a Percentage of the U.S. By 
Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan Status (2003 Definitions): 1969-2010 
State Metro Nonmetro
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System, released April 25, 2012 
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO, June 2012 
Key chart: Natural change fundamentals are much more positive in 
metro areas 
Natural Change is almost always a more positive factor than net migration 
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Nebraska Components of Population Change, 1920-2011 
Net Migration Natural Change
1991-1999 
Source: Vital Statistics, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services; 
Annual Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau - released 12-21-11 
Racial and Ethnic Factors 
2010 Nebraska Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
Non-White or Hispanic/Latino (Minority Population)
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Source: 2010 Census (SF 1), U.S. Census Bureau
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
The minority population is much younger 
2000s Hispanic growth = 72,980 persons; White non Hispanic = 5,259 
1990 Nebraska Population by Five-Year Age Group:
Non-White or Hispanic/Latino (Minority Population) as a Percent of State Total
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in Nebraska Publication 1990 CP-1-29
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
Minority percentage by age: 1990 
2000 Nebraska Population by Five-Year Age Group:
Non-White or Hispanic/Latino (Minority Population) as a Percent of State Total
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Source: 2000 Census, U.S. Census Bureau, AFF tables P12 and P12I
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
Each age group became increasingly minority from 1990 to 2000 
2010 Nebraska Population by Five-Year Age Group:
Non-White or Hispanic/Latino (Minority Population) as a Percent of State Total
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Source: 2010 Census, U.S. Census Bureau, AFF tables P12 and P12I
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
`
30% of children under 5 are minority statewide - much higher in some 
areas (city of Omaha 50%+); those 20-39 in NE are about 20% minority 
Natural increase will keep Hispanic/Latino population growing  
(migration accounted for 76% of NE growth in 90s but only 54% in 2000s) 
New from CPAR: Natural Change positive for all racial/ethnic groups; 
minority groups gaining a larger share over time 
Nebraska Births, Deaths, and Natural Change by Race/Ethnicity: 2005 - 2010
Source: Custom Calculations from Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, UNO Center for Public Affairs Research, 7-9-12
Note: NH refers to non-Hispanic; Min refers to the Minority population, which is the difference between the total population and the White
non-Hispanic (WnH) population.
Births White, NH Black, NH Asian, NH Hispanic Unknown Totals WnH Percent WnH - Min
2005 19,692 1,515 397 597 76 3,848 17 26,142 15,844 75.3% 13,242
2006 19,913 1,715 441 585 59 3,999 11 26,723 15,914 74.5% 13,103
2007 19,955 1,790 445 594 75 4,065 11 26,935 15,890 74.1% 12,975
2008 19,874 1,740 411 608 75 4,268 16 26,992 15,606 73.6% 12,756
2009 19,738 1,754 433 676 53 4,264 13 26,931 15,474 73.3% 12,545
2010 19,133 1,714 372 667 80 3,939 11 25,916 15,194 73.8% 12,350
2005-10 avg 19,718 1,705 417 621 70 4,064 13 26,607 15,654 74.1% 12,829
Deaths White, NH Black, NH Asian, NH Hispanic Unknown Totals WnH Percent WnH - Min
2005 14,022 484 117 51 7 257 12 14,950 13,765 93.8% 13,094
2006 13,981 469 124 51 11 240 18 14,894 13,741 93.9% 13,068
2007 14,249 547 103 51 18 273 15 15,256 13,976 93.4% 13,242
2008 14,548 507 81 36 16 256 7 15,451 14,292 94.2% 13,645
2009 13,860 522 82 58 11 262 8 14,803 13,598 93.6% 12,917
2010 14,199 532 92 67 13 260 8 15,171 13,939 93.6% 13,227
2005-10 avg 14,143 510 100 52 13 258 11 15,088 13,885 93.7% 13,199
White, NH Black, NH Asian, NH Hispanic Unknown Totals WnH Percent WnH - Min
2005 5,670 1,031 280 546 69 3,591 5 11,192 2,079 50.7% 148
2006 5,932 1,246 317 534 48 3,759 -7 11,829 2,173 50.1% 35
2007 5,706 1,243 342 543 57 3,792 -4 11,679 1,914 48.9% -267
2008 5,326 1,233 330 572 59 4,012 9 11,541 1,314 46.1% -889
2009 5,878 1,232 351 618 42 4,002 5 12,128 1,876 48.5% -372
2010 4,934 1,182 280 600 67 3,679 3 10,745 1,255 45.9% -877
2005-10 avg 5,574 1,195 317 569 57 3,806 2 11,519 1,769 48.4% -370
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WnH - 
Hispanic
WnH - 
Hispanic
Natural 
Change
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Minority Migration Rates are very high for those under age 35 
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Age Group 
Nebraska Net Migration Rate of Minority Populatin Groups by Age: 2000-2010 
Overall Net Migration Rate = 25.7 
Sources: 2000 and 2010 Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau, Annual 
Births and Deaths by Singe Year of Age, NE Dept of HHS 
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research 
Nebraska loses many young White non-Hispanics and their kids 
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Age Group 
Nebraska Net Migration Rate of White non-Hispanics by Age: 2000 to 2010 
Overall Net Migration Rate = -3.4 
Sources: 2000 and 2010 Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau, Annual 
Births and Deaths by Singe Year of Age, NE Dept of HHS 
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
UNO Center for Public Affairs Research 
Special Focus on 
Education Statistics and       
“Brain Drain” or “Brain Gain” 
Nebraska has closed the higher educational attainment gap 
   % Age 25+ with BD+ Education 
Year  U.S. Nebr.   Gap  NE Rank  States Passed 
1990  20.3 18.9   - 1.4% 27th best  n/a 
2000  24.4 23.7   - 0.7% 24th best  AZ,TX,NM 
2010  28.2 28.6   +0.4% 21st best  AK,DE,GA 
The Omaha metro is #6 in percentage point gain in those with a 
Bachelor’s Degree or more from 2000 to 2010  
Sept 22, 2011 From http://tinyurl.com/3d9zjo5 (Wall St. Journal online) 
Omaha’s 33.0% 
of those age 
25+ with a BD+ 
would rank 22nd 
highest among 
the 100 most 
populous 
metros.  
(higher than 
Charlotte, 
Sacramento,  
St. Louis, and 
many others) 
Recent inmigration improvements have brought in people with degrees; 
new 2009-11 data coming this fall highly likely to be more positive 
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Timeframe 
Nebraska Net Migration of Those Age 25 or Older with Bachelor's Degrees or More Education 
(Moving three-year timeframes: 2005-2007 to 2008-2010) 
Sources: 2005-2010 Annual American Community Surveys: 3-year 
aggregates, U.S. Census Bureau, Calculations by CPAR at UNO 
Note: A positive value is referred to as net 
inmigration, which is typically desired. 
Only from CPAR: Comparison of Nebraska Historical Total Net Migration 
and Net Migraton of Those with Higher Education 
Sources: 1980, 1990, and 2000 Censuses; U.S. Census Bureau
2006-10 American Community Survey; U.S. Census Bureau
Compiled by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska Omaha
Note 1: a positive net person movement is called net inmigration, which is typically desired.
Timeframe
Net Person Movement 
(age 5+)
With Higher 
Education Notes on the Higher Education Data
1975-1980 -13,531 -7,360
1985-1990 -39,950 unknown
1995-2000 -15,353 -4,211
2006-2010 +482 -1,104 Bachelor's Degree or more education for those age 25+
Deichert calculations from microdata; college degrees 
for age 25+; includes -3,200 "recent graduates" (those 
in college in 1975 with a 4-year degree by 1980)
Note 2: the Decennial Censuses evaluated changes in residence over a 5-year period, while the 
annual American Community Survey refers to changes in residence versus one year earlier.
Given large outmigration during "farm crisis" years, 
little doubt exists that movement of those with higher 
education was a "brain drain" (a negative value).
The Census Bureau ran a special tabulation regarding 
the young (age 25-39 in 2000), single (not currently 
married), and college educated population (Bachelor's 
Degree or more education). The -4,211 equated to a 
rate of net outmigration of -130 per 1,000 people with 
these characteristics, ranking Nebraska only 42nd 
best (10th worst) on this measure.
Domestic Migration of the Young, Single, and College-Educated 
      Net migration rate      State Rank 
Area  1965-70 1975-80 1985-90 1995-00 60s  70s 80s 90s 
Iowa  -248.1 -111.3 -243.3 -220.1 48  43  49  50 
Kansas -154.0 -117.5 -107.2 -104.7 37  45  38  34 
Nebr.  -167.1 -118.0 -145.3 -130.3 38  46  42  42 
 
From a new Census white paper released 4-13-12 
Metros 
Omaha    76.3 -    4.6       4.9     33.9  
Lincoln -294.7 -297.9 -297.3 -307.1 
Sioux City -138.7 -  23.6 -173.7 -215.4 
Nebraska women with higher education have a relatively high fertility 
rate AND a relatively high percentage of births are to educated mothers 
United States 61.9 Rank
Utah 108.9 1
Idaho 83.3 2
South Dakota 80.0 3
Nebraska 78.6 4
Iowa 75.5 5
Minnesota 70.8 6
Kansas 69.2 7
Wisconsin 68.7 8
New Jersey 68.1 9
Indiana 67.9 10
North Dakota 67.2 11
Montana 66.1 12
Kentucky 65.8 13
Wyoming 65.6 14
Illinois 65.4 15
Michigan 65.3 16
Ohio 65.1 17
Hawaii 65.0 18
Louisiana 65.0 19
Maryland 64.8 20
Missouri 64.2 21
Mississippi 64.1 22
Texas 63.7 23
Nevada 63.6 24
Alaska 63.0 25
Pennsylvania 62.6 26
Washington 62.2 27
Oklahoma 62.0 28
Tennessee 61.0 29
Connecticut 60.6 30
Fertility Rate 
United States 27.7% Rank
Massachusetts 44.8% 1
New Jersey 41.1% 2
District of Columbia 39.6% 3
Connecticut 39.5% 4
New Hampshire 39.1% 5
Maryland 37.7% 6
Vermont 36.9% 7
Virginia 35.4% 8
Minnesota 35.1% 9
New York 34.5% 10
Rhode Island 33.6% 11
Illinois 33.5% 12
Colorado 32.6% 13
Pennsylvania 32.2% 14
Nebraska 30.9% 15
Wisconsin 30.5% 16
North Dakota 30.4% 17
Iowa 30.1% 18
Maine 30.0% 19
South Dakota 29.8% 20
Delaware 29.5% 21
Hawaii 28.7% 22
Kansas 28.7% 23
Utah 28.4% 24
Washington 28.2% 25
Missouri 28.1% 26
Michigan 27.9% 27
Ohio 27.1% 28
Montana 27.0% 29
California 26.0% 30
% of Births to Moms with BD+ 
Births to those 
with a 
Bachelor’s 
Degree or More 
Education per 
1000 women age 
15-50 with a BD+ 
Source: 2006-10 ACS, 
U.S. Census Bureau 
Why do we care about education? 
Education Level  Poverty Rate 
Less than High School   21.2% 
HS grad/equivalent    10.0% 
Some college/Associate’s    8.0% 
Bachelor’s Degree or more   3.2% 
 
Female Male F:M ratio 
26.2%  16.8%  1.56 
12.1%    7.8%  1.55 
  9.1%    6.7%  1.36 
  3.5%    2.8%  1.25 
 
Nebraska: 2008-10 
Source: S1501, 2008-10 ACS 
Higher Education: Used to be predominately male; now mostly female 
Nebraska: 2008-10      
        Bachelor’s Degree+ % 
Age Group     Female Male  F:M ratio 
65 or older     14.0%  20.6%  0.68 
45–64 (baby boomers)  28.0%  29.2%  0.96 
35-44       35.6%  31.5%  1.13 
25-34 (baby boom echo) 36.4%  28.2%  1.29 
 
Source: S1501, 2008-10 ACS 

Total Brain Drain/Gain by County: 2006-10 ACS  
All cross-county annual movers 
      % Age 25+ with BD+ Education 
Area     State-to-State Within NE Total 
Nebraska     -1,104          0  -1,104 
Douglas     -   649   + 139  -   510 
Lancaster    -     67   -  448  -   515 
Sarpy      -   289   + 220  -     69 
10 regional centers  -   263   + 282  +    19 
  Scotts Bluff  +    36   +   85  +  121 
74 remaining co.  +  164   -  193  -     29 
  Dawes   -     65   -    84  -   149 
Other Key Items 
Nebraska ranks in the middle of states with 6.1% of the population 
being foreign born but that is higher than several nearby states 
Nebraska’s poverty rate, while a challenge, is low in comparison to 
most states 

Older Nebraskans Work!! 
Percentage of Persons in the Labor Force 
 
Area        Age 55-64  Area     Age 65+ 
1. Nebraska   74.2  1. Alaska   22.2 
2. South Dakota 72.6  2. Wash, DC  21.1 
3. New Hampshire 72.5  3. Nebraska  20.2  
4. North Dakota 72.5  4. So. Dakota 20.1 
5. Connecticut  71.8  5. Vermont  19.6 
 
6. Iowa    71.7  10. Kansas  18.5 
10. Kansas   70.6  17. Iowa   17.3 
 
Source: 2006-2010 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau 
Household Income Structure: State Rankings (impacted by migration) 
Households with…  Percent Rank 
Earnings     82.5%     10 
Interest/Dividends  27.7%   14 
Social Security or     26.9%   37 
Railroad Retirement 
Retirement income* 13.5%   50 
 
 Conclusion: Nebraskans generally are here to 
work, not retire. 
* “Retirement, survivor or disability benefits (pensions) from 
companies/unions, fed/state/local government, and the military.” 
Source: 2006-2010 ACS, U.S. Census Bureau 
(9.7 million U.S. households interviewed) 
Top 15 
Bottom 15 
Decade Percentage Change in the Nebraska Population 
Age 65 and Older: 1950 to 2030
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65+ growth this decade will be the highest in recent memory 
As highlighted on our facebook page, Nebraska ranks #1 or #2 in … 
• From www.facebook.com/unocpar -- go there and 
“like” us to see our daily posts. They’re interesting! 
– % increase in real median household income from 2009-10 
– Labor force participation (overall and among females only) 
– % of married couple families with both spouses in the labor 
force 
– % of children under age 6 with all parents in the labor force 
– Fertility rate for women aged 16-50 for those who are in the 
labor force 
• So not only does Nebraska have the highest percentage of females 
working, but we also have the highest rate of births among those 
female workers (anyone up for a joint venture in a daycare??) 
– Among non-metro areas in all states, NE has the highest % of 
households that are a person aged 65+ living alone 
– Omaha metro 2nd in largest 100 for income adjusted for costs 
 
Implications and Challenges 
• How do we meet the challenges of an ever-increasing older 
population? 
– More racially diverse and more likely male than in the past 
• What will happen if baby boomers nearing retirement move 
out of state per the past trends? 
– Nebraska is in high danger of losing a Congressional seat in 
2020; if boomers leave who will be left in many rural areas? 
• Birth/death fundamentals suggest metro areas will lead NE’s growth 
• It’s easier to try to keep people in the local area than to 
entice them to move back once they’ve moved away. 
– What incentives/positive attributes exist for staying here? 
– We spend a lot of money on educating people—let’s keep that 
talent here! When young educated people leave, so does their 
current and potential future family. Recall our high fertility rate. 
• How does the recession/recovery affect people’s decisions 
(work, savings, travel, family, etc.)? 
The End 
Questions??? 
